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How many times is a coin 
» 


_ Is the obverse struck, and then 
the reverse? 
. hese are classic questions 
asked of the Bureau of the Mint 
officials and information sources 
the hobby. And with 
the new clad coins, the ques- 
tions have increased. 
To inform the numismatic 
_ public, the Office of the Direc- 
_- tor of the Mint, Eva Adams, has 
~ prepared a new and detailed ex- 
ion of coinage operations 
) answer in one compact state- 
ant many questions. 
s aeidris pleased to pre- 








soni Lyndon’B. eo icciet 
y Frank Gasparro, chief engraver of 
s heen issued by the United’ States 


auiguration. on. nor 
ist. The quotation on the reverse of 
iS “an_extract from his inaugural 








duce these at re 
electric furnaces to fo 
mogeneous ‘mass and are cast 
into. coinage ingots in  water- 
cooled moulds. : 

The ingots are passed several 
times through rolling mills which 
reduce them to long strips of 
the exact thickness Or gauge re- 
quired for the denominations be- 
ing produced. 

Some metals work - harden 
during these operations, and in 
order to facilitate the rolling of 
the cupro-nickel alloy, the ma- 
terial must be softened at two 
different stages in’ the reduction 
process by annealing in a large 
slab-coil annealing furnace. 

The strips are fed into high- 
speed punch presses which cut 
planchets or blanks of the prop- 
er ere Both the cupro- 
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address and below it is the signature and the 
seal of the President. Medals are available from 
the Superintendent, U.S. Mint, Philadeiphia, Pa. 
19130, for $3. The first Johnson medal in the 
“presidential series was numbered 136; the ‘cur- 
rent medal is number 137. Mail orders should 
bear the list number and be paid by personal 
check or money order, not cash. Each medal is 
three inches in diameter, of bronze. 





dies on the planchet. 

The Coinage Act, passed July 
23, 1965, changed the composi- 
the dime and quarier and the 
half dollar. These denominations 
formerly contained 90 per cent 
silver and 10 per cent copper. 
All silver was ‘eliminated from 
the dime and quarter and the 
percentage substantially re- 
duced in the half dollar. 

The dime and quarter are 
manufactured from strips com- 
posed of three layers of metal 
bonded together and rolled to 
the required thickness. This is 
called ‘‘cladding.”’ The face is 
75 per cent copper and 25 per 
cent nickel and the core is pure 
copper, which is visible on the 
edges of the coins. 

The half dollar is also a com- 
posite coin with the silver con- 

(Continued on Page 3) 





REE 


ars researchers and 


‘eoveries during” 


ee rayone Whe. has. 


in numismatics wl be “wr 


Vewman To “s 
Compile Kepért 
For 67 Congress. 


Numismatic research and dis- 
coveries during the past five 
years in the United States will 
receive worldwide recognition 
at the next International Numis- 
matic Congress to be held in 
Copenhagen in the summer of 
1967, according to an announce- 


_ment today by Eric P. Newman, 


of «St. Louis, one of this na- 
tion’s leading numismatic schol- 
hors. 
Newman has been invited by 
the International Numismatic 
Commission to assemblea.re- 
port covering reseatchag mad 


years in the Uz 
field. This report.” 
cluded: in- a” publicat 
sued at the time” 
convenes. 
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such: work 
in the ers field, a4 Newman. 
said. 

He’ urges that each. researcher. 
evaluate hig own — ymiplish- 


be accurately ‘an 1 
sembled and edite 
the report. 


Reports covering other. 


by numismatists ffom other na- 
tions, and all the findings will 
be published in one volume. The . 
summaries will use English, 
French or German languages. 

“This is an opportunity for 
American numismatic research- 
ers to gain deserved prestige by 
showing the extent and quality of 
the studies which they have un- 
dertaken in the last five years,” 
Newman said. 

He pointed out that with the 
enormous growth of collectors in 
the United States field a com- 
parative growth in research is 





“man said. 
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= Sitally: aecdhtial to maintain the 
© educational and cultural features 
<swhich--give- true,spermanence to~ 
“collecting. An assemblage of the . 
résearch work will be. stimulat-- 
ing to those interested in the 
pleasures of research’ in the 
SS po be ts “Loui 
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tions during that: period,” 

“In this way, no- important 
work will be omitted and the 
broad field of new U. S. research 
contributions can be adequately 
appreciated by the United States 
as well as collectors in other 
countries,’ Newman concluded. 

Digests of research accom- 
plishments should be sent 
promptly to Eric P. Newman, 
P. O. Box 14020, St. Louis, Mo. 
63178. 
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